President’s Thoughts

Greetings all,

The Board has been busy trying to transition the Walnut Council into its next sustainable phase.  Part of the process is a membership survey intended to find out what it takes to recruit and retain members. You will be receiving a survey in the mail.  If possible we’d like you to use the “Survey Monkey” on the web to answer the questions.  It makes compilation and summary of the responses much easier to do, plus it saves you a stamped envelope.  Some of the answers we think we already know, namely that the Walnut Council must be an organization that provides added value to its members.  

One of the things we are doing to accomplish this is to revamp our national website (http://www.walnutcouncil.org).  The website should appeal to the next generation of land owners, managers and professionals, providing them with information, knowledge, and tools to better manage fine hardwoods.  The rollout of the website should happen within the next few months.

Another aspect is to emphasize that the Walnut Council is a science based organization that encourages research, discussion, and the application of knowledge about growing fine hardwoods.  This year the spring board meeting began what we hope is a new tradition of a science based workshop hosted by the Hardwood Tree Improvement and Regeneration Center.  The workshop focused on Thousand Cankers Disease.  

The feedback on the meeting was that it was a great way to learn the latest about the science of TCD, the activities that have been going on since we first heard about the disease and first learned about its discovery in Tennessee last July.  There’s been a lot.  Most encouraging is the anticipated availability of a pheromone trap for the twig beetle this summer.  This will be the key to delimiting the extent of TCD and that will dictate how we must respond next.  We anticipate TCD will still be a hot topic to focus on next spring, but we’re open to any suggestions you may have for other topics on science in hardwood management.

The spring science based meeting is intended to complement the Science Symposium happening in Madison this summer. We hope you’re making arrangements to be there.  It will be a fresh program addressing a wide variety of new science along with some outstanding field experiences. I hope to see you all in Madison on July 30-August 2.

To all of our new members, I welcome you to the Walnut Council.  I hope you found the TCD workshop something that will help you do your job better.  This is exactly what the Walnut Council strives to be for its members.  There is a wealth of knowledge and experience ready and willing to be shared, and a passion for discovery that will further advance the science of growing walnut and other fine hardwoods. 

Remember, planting trees is the sign of an optimist.

With warm regards,

Manfred Mielke, Walnut Council President

