Indiana State Chapter report

By Dan Warkentien, chapter president
The Indiana chapter held a joint meeting with the Ohio chapter on Saturday April 30th in Dearborn County, Indiana. Forty-five 45 toured an exceptional property with hosts Wayne Burnett and Rita Hoffman.  They selected the scenic property along Laughery Creek with an eye toward the exceptional walnut soils, and they have not been disappointed. 
The first stop was a site direct seeded in the early 1990’s. These trees are growing an average of .3”-.4” per year and have been pruned. It is about time for a thinning and the group had a long discussion with foresters Darrell Breedlove and Dan Meisberger on how to pick the “worst of the best” to remove from the plantation. There are difficult decisions to be made but all agreed the few forked and crooked trees, trees with major defects and those which have crowns below the dominant trees could be taken in the first thinning. Subsequent thinnings may not be as easy to select.

At the second stop the group saw a phenomenal plantation, direct seeded in 2001 with Purdue #1 seeds with alternate rows of black locust. The average yearly growth rate is .6” per year with the largest tree at 8”. These trees were consistently some of the largest, straightest trees for their age that most attendees had seen. The discussion focused on the alternate rows of black locust which will normally outgrow walnut and is not recommended as an alternate species. For reasons unknown they were performing perfectly as trainer trees, forcing the walnut to grow straight, and beginning to die out as the crown canopy closed. 

Missouri chapter report

By Harlan Palm, chapter president

Our next event is scheduled for June 10 and 11 in SE MO. We will start on Friday at the Mark Nussbaum Certified Tree Farm to view his system of establishing hardwood plantations and managed timber sales. On Saturday, we will once again tour the Richard Martin walnut plantation to see the great strides Dr. Martin has made in nut meat production via selected varieties.  He keeps incredible records per tree and has now made some selections of his own with limited sales of seed stock for local landowners.  

IA chapter report

By Larry Krotz
Iowa has a meeting scheduled for June 18th in the Cascade area. Several years ago Leo Frueh sold Cascade Nursery while retaining a financial share in the enterprise. This contract failed and the Nursery came back to Leo. The name was changed to Iawisil Forest Nursery and the warehouse from the original site and some of the original nursery beds were retained.  Leo has established additional nursery plots on his own private property. We will be touring these changes to his nursery business as well as a walnut planting at Dr. Paul Savage's place Southeast of Monticello and the Hughes timber east of Scotch Grove. Ben Bruggeman will be the discussion leader for the last two places.

Larry also reported that a converted cornfield that he had planted in 1988 has just had a major thinning for the first time.  This was a high density direct seeding and tree form is very impressive due to natural pruning caused by the crowding.

Kansas chapter report

By Ryan Neises, chapter president

The Kansas annual meeting date was Thursday, June 2nd.  It was a traveling meeting starting out in the morning at George Rush's property in Troy and then traveling to Hewins' Sawmill/log yard in Wathena for lunch and an afternoon program.
